
Fall 2024 Flute Excerpts 
Large Ensemble Auditions 

Practice Suggestions by Professor Alice K. Dade 
 

 
1. John Williams Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban: Hagrid’s Friendly Bird 

 
Motion Picture Soundtrack: 
https://youtu.be/LdDRfRGORNo?si=0YX9NgAOhwtAYn5O 
 
You are all most likely familiar with this music, but it’s still a good idea to listen to the 
excerpt with a focus on rhythm and where the line is going. Start practicing slowly! Try 
slurring the entire excerpt, to make sure you are supporting all the notes with your air and 
not just tonguing. Pay close attention to markings such as accents and, of course, 
articulations. 
 

2. Rimsky-Korsakov Sheherezade 
 
Rotterdam Philharmonic with Elim Chan conducting: 
https://youtu.be/sATNiVGgwts?si=6EKNGmvkJ_HRkgmU 
 
score: 
https://imslp.org/wiki/Scheherazade,_Op.35_(Rimsky-Korsakov,_Nikolay) 
 
To find this excerpt in the video (or another video of your choice), listen to the second 
movement. Be sure to listen to the entire piece as this theme comes back many times! Try 
for a long line, simple but having a clear direction. How does vibrato abect the direction? 
What instrument is accompanying your solo? When listening, follow along with the score 
(provided above). To prepare for the high register, try harmonic exercises as well as scales 
in the third octave and long tones in the middle register, gradually going to the high register. 
 

3. Shostakovich Fifth Symphony  
 
Orchestre de Paris with Paavo Järvi conducting: 
https://youtu.be/r0AK_50-9rQ?si=ThpwG0qTCr7dw9p3 
 
This excerpt is also found in the second movement. Notice any rubato that the flutist in the 
video provided, Vincent Lucas, uses. Where does he take time? How does he compensate? 
What other instruments have a similar solo? I highly recommend reading about the origins 
of this symphony. Even if this is not the most dibicult excerpt, I recommend playing through 
it everyday. Record yourself and make sure you are expressing exactly how you would like. 
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