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Concert Program – Lessons of Life 

Botho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  arr. Mbuso Ndlovu (Tswana)

Sabelo Mthembu, baritone

Sikirileke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  arr. Sabelo Mthembu (Southern Sotho)

Dwell in the House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  by Gale Jones Murphy

Dr. Gale Jones Murphy, Guest Artist in Residence 

O Give Thanks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  by Jeffrey LaValley  

Nakeesha Long, alto

Safety . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  by Oscar Williams

Liana Willis, soprano | Grace Gard, soprano 
Dr. Gale Jones Murphy, Guest Artist in Residence 

I Sing Because I’m Happy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  arr. Rollo Dilworth 

Color Purple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  by Allee Willis, Brenda Russell, and Stephen Bray

Grace Gard, Jaydin Milner, Braden Konick, small group 
Kaitlyn Oliver, soloist

Anthem of Praise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  by Richard Smallwood

Nakeesha Long, alto

     



Guest Artist Biography

Soprano 
Victoria Barnette

Treana Carson
Angela Danso Gyane

Diana Firsova
Grace Gard
Tara Garner

Emma Harper
Natasha Haverly 

Mia Henry
Regan Martinez 

Ruth Opoku
Jayla Parsons

Anna Pohranychna 
Marina Porto
Harlie Sneller 
Liana Willis

Tenor
Paul Anderson II
Maurey Bland Jr. 

Connor Command
Braden Konick
Connor Noland 
Daryus Shurn 

Ediri Viegbesie

Dr. Gale Jones Murphy is a concert pianist, choral director, 
recording artist, and composer of more than 800 works. 
She holds music degrees from Southern Adventist 
University and the University of Memphis, and serves 
on the Board of the Steinway Society of Central Florida. 
She and her husband, William, enjoy music, family, and 
sunsets at their home in Florida.

Sankofa Fall 2025 Roster

Alto
Elizabeth Dorman

Emily Flagg
Faith Glasgow

Nadia Gresham
Lauren Griffith

Lydia Helldoerfer
Sydney LaCour

Jade Leung
Kate Lopez

Carsyn McPheeters
Jaydin Milner
Kaitlin Oliver
Dulcina Rahn
Shalina Reed

Susan Worstell

Bass
Elijah Andrews

Sam Conley
Patrick Meyers

Sabelo Mthembu
Henry Rusten
Noah Symes

Garrett Tucker



	
	 Requests for accommodations related to disability need to be made to building coordinator, 

Mark Anderson, 203 Sinquefield Music Center, 573-884-2606, at least seven days in advance of the event. 
Events are subject to change. For up-to-date information, please visit our web site: www.music.missouri.edu

Please consider visiting our partner organizations:

University Concert Series • www.concertseries.org | Odyssey Chamber Music Series • www.odysseymissouri.org

Columbia Civic Orchestra • cco.missouri.org | We Always Swing Jazz Series • www.wealwaysswing.org

 CAAM • www.ChoralArtsAllianceofMissouri.com | KMUC Classical 90.5 FM • www.kmuc.org

You can support the future of music at the University of Missouri School of Music 
by making a gift that directly benefits our students and programs. Your generosity 

sustains scholarships, world-class performances, and educational opportunities that 
enrich our community and inspire the next generation of musicians. 

Follow the QR code below to give.


